1. Analyze the exercise of judicial review. What is judicial review, what are its origins, and why has it remained an unquestioned power of the courts for so long? Provide some examples of notable uses of judicial review in Supreme Court history.
Response length requirement: 350 words or more
2. Write an essay describing California's unique primary system. In your essay, make sure to discuss how the system works, the reasons why California reformed its primary system in 2010, and the possible drawbacks associated with the system.
Your essay must be informed by the following two articles, which are available from the course homepage:
"Here's How California’s 'Jungle Primary' System Works" (The New York Times)
"Making Sense of California's Top-Two Primary System" (KQED News)
Response length requirement: 350 words or more
3. Why were the Progressives against strong political parties and powerful corporations?
Your essay must me informed by the article "The Constitution and the Progressive Legacy," which is available from the course homepage.
Response length requirement: 350 words or more
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]What is direct democracy? Why is direct democracy a feature of the California Constitution? In recent decades, has direct democracy been a useful tool for ordinary citizens?
Your essay should include all of the following elements:
A general discussion of what direct democracy is and why reformers advocated for direct democracy.
Discussion of the historical context in which the California Constitution was revised to include direct democracy.
A description of each of the key tools of direct democracy.
Discussion of the current debate about whether or not direct democracy is good for ordinary citizens.
Your essay must me informed by the article "The Constitution and the Progressive Legacy," which is available from the course homepage.
Response length requirement: 350 words or more
